The War with Japan Ends

Moving Towards Japan

· By 1945, the Allies were approaching the Japanese mainland and the fighting got deadlier

· In February 1945, the Allies attacked Iwo Jima, an island well protected by its natural geography

· In a month, the US had taken the islands at the cost of 25,000 American casualties

· April to June 1945 – Battle of Okinawa, an island right off Japan, was fought

· This was the last step before the US invaded the Japanese mainland

Manhattan Project

· In April 1945, in his 4th term as President, Roosevelt died in Warm Springs, GA

· Harry S. Truman, VP for only 3 months, became President and learned of the secret Manhattan Project

· This top secret project was designed to create the world’s first atomic bomb, lead by J. Robert Oppenheimer

Truman’s Decision to drop the bomb

· After the bloody battles of Iwo Jima and Okinawa, the US understood what they were up against – an invasion of Japan was expected to cost millions of Allied casualties and maybe a half a million killed
· Truman had to make a decision – should he risk invasion?  Should he drop the bomb on an uninhabited area to demonstrate its power?  Should he drop it on Japan?

· Truman decided to use the bomb

· August 6, 1945 – an airplane called the Enola Gay dropped the world’s first atomic bomb on Hiroshima, Japan

· The bomb’s effect was instant and deadly – 80,000 people died and at least that many were injured by fire, radiation sickness, and the force of the explosion – many of whom later died

· When the bombs hit the ground, the estimated ground temperature was 7,000 degrees Fahrenheit and winds were 980 miles per hour

· 90% of Hiroshima’s buildings were destroyed
· August 9, 1945 – a second atomic bomb was dropped on Nagasaki, Japan

Japan surrenders

· August 14, 1945 – Japan accepts an unconditional surrender

· The next day was V-J (Victory in Japan) Day
