War in the Pacific
Japan builds an Empire

· Nationalism and a weak economy lead to the rise of a totalitarian empire in Japan

· During the 1930s, the Japanese brutally took control of Manchuria and went to war with China
· In 1937, the Japanese carried out the Rape of Nanking, then capital of China

· The Japanese committed crimes such as rape, looting, arson, and the execution of prisoners of war and civilians – as many as 300,000 people were killed
· The start of the war in Europe lead many to ignore what was happening in Asia

· In September 1940, the Germans signed a pact with Japan and Japan set its sights on France’s colonies in the Pacific

Pearl Harbor
· while his attention was focused on Europe, the American President Franklin Roosevelt also paid attention to Japan and began cutting trade with Japan who were desperate for raw materials
· by the end of November, the US knew that the Japanese were moving their ships
· December 7, 1941 – Japanese planes bombed Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, the headquarters of the US Pacific Fleet

· In less than 2 hours, 2,400 Americans had been killed and nearly 1,200 wounded

· Nearly 200 warships were damaged or destroyed, including 8 of the 9 battleships

· The next day, in a speech to the nation, FDR declared war on Japan, and after Germany and Italy declared war on them first, on the warring powers in Europe
Other Pacific Attacks

· Hawaii wasn’t the only Pacific island the Japanese attacked in December 1941 – they also attacked American bases on Wake Island, Guam, and the Philippines

· The Japanese hoped that, by destroying Americans resources in the Pacific, they would be allowed to take the natural resources of Asia without being disturbed

· By March 1942, the Japanese held Hong Kong, Singapore, the Dutch East Indies, Malaya, and Burma and successfully took the Philippines from the US in April 1942

Battle of Midway

· The Japanese failed to destroy the US’s 3 aircraft carriers in its attack on Pearl Harbor – all were away from Pearl Harbor on that day

· In an effort to destroy the aircraft carriers, the Japanese lured them into a battle near Midway Island (1100 miles northwest of HI) in June 1942

· The battle was fought completely from the sky
· The Americans managed to sink all 4 of Japan’s aircraft carriers and destroyed 250 planes, killing most of Japan’s most skilled pilots

· The US lost 1 of its 3 carriers, the Yorktown
Battle of Guadalcanal

· Victory at Midway allowed the Allies to go on the offensive – they attacked Japanese held Guadalcanal in the Solomon Islands

· Marines invaded the jungle islands and, with the help of the Navy, were able to drive the Japanese off the island in February 1943, taking the first piece of Japanese land
Island-hopping

· At this point, the Americans began island-hopping, a military strategy of selecting specific enemy held islands, capturing only crucial island and cutting the Japanese off from supplies and reinforcements

· The battle for the Philippines started with the Battle of Leyte Gulf in October 1944 – the first battle kamikazes, or Japanese suicide planes, were used

· The Philippines weren’t retaken until June 1945
