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· As the Allies moved across Europe to Germany, they began to discover the horrible fate of Europe’s Jews

· Hitler’s anti-Semitic policies lead to the Holocaust, or systematic murder of European Jews

· In all, 6 million Jews died – about 2/3 of the European Jewish population as well as 5-6 million others – political enemies, Homosexuals, the disabled, and mentally retarded

· Hitler’s persecution of the Jews began in the 1930s with the destruction of Jewish businesses and their exclusion from all areas of German life

· Later, they were rounded up and placed in ghettos or sent directly to concentration camps where they were either killed immediately by poison gas or made to work on little food until they either died of sickness or malnutrition or became too sick to work and were sent to the gas chambers

· Death camps like Auschwitz in Poland were used to kill Jews soon after they arrived – Auschwitz could kill and cremate 12,000 people a day

· As the Allies liberated Europe, they discovered the survivors who remained at the camps, most of whom were sick, malnutritioned, and looked more like skeletons than people

