Fighting in Europe and North Africa begins

The end of the Phony War

· April 9, 1940 – the phony war ended as Germany attacked Denmark and Norway

· May 10, 1940 – Germany attacked and took the Netherlands, Belgium, and Luxembourg

· Mid-May – German troops invaded France from Belgium and raced to the English Channel – cutting the main French armies in the south from the British and French armies in the North

Rescue at Dunkirk

· The British and French troops in the North were forced to retreat to the coastal city of Dunkirk
· In May and June, the British staged one of the largest rescues in history and ferried 340,000 soldiers across the English Channel to safety in Britain

The fall of France

· By June 10, the French government was forced to abandon Paris and on June 22 they surrendered
· Surrender terms:  Germany occupied the northern 3/5 of France including the entire Atlantic Coast

· The French government relocated to the city of Vichy, where it collaborated with the Germans

· The Free French, who refused to accept the German occupation, organized the Resistance movement in France
· They were led by Charles de Gaulle, who made a radio broadcast from London shortly after Dunkirk encouraging people to continue fighting
Battle of Britain

· With most of Europe under their control, the Germans launched a brutal air attack on Britain in the summer of 1940 known as the Battle of Britain
· Much of London was destroyed and its people spent the summer in constant fear of air raids, sleeping at night in the subways for protection
· The idea was to break the British people, but it failed and Hitler was forced to abandon his plan – Britain was never taken and Hitler’s attacks could be blocked

American aid

· The British prime minister, Winston Churchill, begged the American president, Franklin Roosevelt, for help

· The US Congress had passed a series of Neutrality Acts – most Americans felt the US should not become involved

· FDR knew that defeat of the Allies would be disastrous – he developed a series of ways to aid the British without officially entering the war

· In the Lend-Lease Act, passed by Congress in March 1941, the president could lend or lease arms and other supplies to countries vital to the US

· By the summer of 1941, the US was escorting British ships carrying US arms
Hitler invades the Soviet Union

· In June 1941, Hitler broke the terms of the Nonaggression Pact and attacked the Soviet Union

· Initially, the Germans advanced far into the USSR and the Soviets practiced a scorched earth policy as they retreated, destroying everything in their path

· At the battle of Stalingrad, the Germans advance was stopped by the brutal Soviet winter

· By the end of January 1943, the starving and freezing Germans were forced to surrender
· Losses at Stalingrad:  Germany lost 330K troops, the Soviets are believed to have lost over a million
· The Allied victory at Stalingrad was the turning point in the war

The Battle for North Africa

· By the time the Americans entered the war, the British had been fighting the Italians and the Germans in North Africa for a year and a half
· The British defeated the Germans at the Battle of El-Alamein in Egypt in 1942
· Shortly after, the Americans, led by General Dwight D. Eisenhower, aided the British troops in Africa

· After a major defeat in February 1943, the Allies struck back in May 1943 and trapped the 240,000 German and Italian troops who surrendered rather than follow Hitler’s instruction to fight to the death
Invading Italy

· After taking North Africa, the Allies moved on to Italy
· July, 1943 – Patton’s troops take Sicily
· With the Italian mainland in jeopardy, Italians and the King lost confidence in Mussolini and had him arrested
· The Allies slowly moved through the country, forcing the southern half to  surrender in September 1943
· Germany retained control of Northern Italy and set Mussolini up as the dictator of a puppet state
· The Germans did not surrender until April 1945 – in the same month, Mussolini was shot and killed by the Italians as he tried to flee across the border

