Europe and Japan in Ruins
Costs of World War II in Europe

· Nearly 40 million Europeans were dead – 2/3 were civilians

· Hundreds of cities were reduced to rubble as a result of nearly constant shelling
· London, Warsaw, and Berlin were among the destroyed
· Civilians who were still living in the cities lived in partially destroyed homes or apartments and often had no water or electricity, and very little food

· Many people did not stay where they were and became displaced persons – this included survivors of concentration camps, prisoners of war, and refugees who found themselves in the wrong country when postwar treaties changed postwar borders

· The governments of France, Germany, and Italy had to be completely reorganized

Marshall Plan

· In 1947, US Secretary of State George Marshall came up with a plan to aid the Europeans in getting back on their feet

· The Marshall Plan provided food, machinery, and other materials to rebuild Western Europe

· $12.5 billion was spent on this program in 1948

· Eastern Europe was under Soviet control

Nuremberg Trials

· As the nations of Europe struggled to recover, they also had to deal with the issue of what to do with war criminals

· In 1945 and 1946, an International Military Tribunal was charged with putting Nazi war criminals on trial, known as the Nuremberg Trials

· Nazi war criminals were charged with waging a war of aggression and of committing “crimes against humanity”

· Hitler and several of his close associates, including Heinrich Himmler and Joseph Goebbels committed suicide long before the trials

· Several high ranking Nazis, including Hermann Goring and Rudolf Hess were put on trial

· Hess was found guilty and sentenced to life in prison

· Goring received a death sentence, but committed suicide before the sentence could be carried out

· 10 other Nazi leaders were hanged on October 16, 1946 – only one expressed remorse

· The bodies were burned in the crematories of the concentration camp Dachau

Costs of World War II in Japan

· Over 2 million were killed in Japan

· The country’s major cities, including the capital of Tokyo, was destroyed by bombing raids

· Hiroshima and Nagasaki had been flattened by atomic bombs

· The Allies had stripped Japan of its colonial empire

Occupied Japan

· American General Douglas MacArthur quickly completed the process of demilitarization, the disbanding of Japan’s armed forces

· War criminal trials were held with 7 condemned to hang

· MacArthur was instructed not to revive the Japanese economy – he broadened land ownership and worked to increase the participation of workers and farmers in the new democracy

New Japanese Constitution

· The emperor was removed from power and became a figurehead – he also had to declare that he was not divine (not a god)

· Japan became a democracy which included elections to a 2 house legislature called the Diet led by a prime minister

· All men and women over 20 were granted the right to vote

· As a part of the Constitution, the Japanese were not allowed to make war – they relied on the Americans for protection

· The peace treaty was signed in September 1951 and the two became Allies after the war
Creation of the United Nations

· In June 1945, the United Nations was created with 48 charter members including the US and USSR

· This was intended to be an international organization, similar to the League of Nations, intended to protect members from aggression

· The headquarters are in New York, New York

· It created a General Assembly, with membership for all countries

· It also created a Security Council, made up of 11 countries at a time

· Britain, China, France, the US, and USSR had permanent membership and each had veto power

· The other six seats are rotated among members
