Conflict in Europe

Fascism rises in Europe

· By 1939, several fascist governments were in power in Europe

· Adolf Hitler ruled Germany
· Benito Mussolini ruled Italy
· In 1931, a republic was declared in Spain (getting rid of the monarchy) – liberals and socialists took over

· In July 1936, a group of fascist army leaders, led by General Francisco Franco, revolted

· With assistance from Hitler and Mussolini, Franco became the fascist dictator of Spain in early 1939

Hitler moves to strengthen Germany

· March 1935 – Hitler announces that Germany would not obey the Versailles Treaty and begins rearming Germany – the League of Nations voices only mild condemnation

· March 7, 1936 – Germany retakes the Rhineland (the strip of land between Germany and France)

· Hitler gambled that no one would do anything about it because he wasn’t ready for war – he was right

· He later admitted that he would have backed down if challenged

· By late 1936, Germany, Italy, and Japan formed an alliance known as the Axis Powers
· March 1938 – Germany annexed Austria for Anschluss (union) – German troops were mostly welcomed by Austria

· A few months later Hitler wanted the Sudetenland of Czechoslovakia because of the 
German speaking people living there
Britain tries for appeasement 

· In September, 1938, France and Britain were preparing for war when they agreed to a meeting with Germany and Italy

· The Czechs were not invited

· Neville Chamberlain, the British Prime Minister, pursued a policy of appeasement, or giving into the demands to keep the peace - they gave Germany the Sudetenland
· He left, thinking that would end the problem

· By March 1939, Hitler occupied the rest of Czechoslovakia and divided the rest of the country among his Allies (mainly Italy)

· April 1939 – Italy invades and occupies Albania
Nonaggression Pact

· in August 1939, Hitler and Stalin signed a 10-year Nonaggression Pact between Germany and the Soviet Union 

· in the pact, each side publicly pledged not to attack one another

· this promised Hitler that Germany wouldn’t have to fight a 2 front war and promised Stalin that Germany wouldn’t invade

Germany invades Poland

· after taking of the rest of Czechoslovakia, Hitler demanded that Poland return the former German port of Danzig
· Poland refused and asked Britain and France for help – appeasement had convinced Hitler that no one wanted to risk war

· September 1, 1939 – Germany invaded Poland
· The Polish army was no match for Germany and, coupled with Germany’s blitzkrieg (lightening war), Poland fell in just 4 days

· Germany got half of Poland and, under the terms of the Nonaggression Pact, the Soviet Union got the other half

· The Soviet Union also retook Lithuania, Latvia, and Estonia – Finland resisted and remained independent 

The “Phony War”

· After the fall of Poland, Europe entered a quiet period where war was declared but nothing was happening – this was known as the “phony war”

· The British and French feared huge losses – the French fortified the Maginot Line, the key to their defenses, but it didn’t extend to the border with Belgium and the guns were pointed only towards Germany

· The Phony War ended on April 9, 1940 when Germany invaded Denmark and Norway
· Denmark fell in four hours and Norway fell in 2 months
· Germany began to build bases along the Norweigan and Denmark coasts they could use to attack Great Britain
