Allied Victory in Europe

The War at Home

· To help with the war effort, factories converted to wartime production, making things from machine guns to boots

· Women will return to work in factories

· Rationing again took effect – there was a shortage of things like meat, sugar, nylon stockings, and laundry detergent

· Propaganda campaigns were used to get men and women to volunteer for the military, to buy war bonds, to ration, etc.

D-Day

· By 1943, plans were beginning for the invasion of France, nicknamed “Operation Overlord”

· Troops and supplies were formed and trained in Britain

· June 6, 1944 – the invasion of France was launched with thousands of troops on boats with parachutists

· Hitler expected the Allied invasion at Calais, the French city closest to Britain – instead the Allies invaded at Normandy

· In the largest amphibious assault in history, the British, Canadians, and Americans, along with many others, invaded and took the 5 code named beaches:  Omaha and Utah (American), Gold and Sword (British), and Juno (Canadian)
· Despite heavy losses, the Allies took the beaches
Liberating France

· The Allies pushed out from Normandy and, lead by a French division of the US First Army, liberated Paris on August 25, 1944

· British and Canadian troops liberated Belgium

· The Netherlands was liberated after the Battle of the Bulge in December 1944 – the largest battle the US had ever been involved in
· Conditions were harsh as the battle was fought during a brutally cold winter

· The Germans were now involved in a two front war – the Americans and Soviets were racing to Berlin
· At this point, the Germans were drafting anyone they could find and many recognized the war was lost 

Germany surrenders

· By 1945, the Allied army was marching east and the Soviets were marching west and they met up in Germany

· The eastern front of the war was particularly brutal, with almost 15 million dead, so the Soviets were thrilled to reach the German capital of Berlin first

· On April 30, 1945, rather than surrender, Hitler killed himself in his bunker in Berlin

· May 8, 1945 – V-E Day (Victory in Europe Day) – the date of the official German surrender
· President Roosevelt did not live to see VE Day – he died April 12
Yalta

· A few months before the German surrender, FDR, Churchill, and Stalin met at Yalta to discuss ending the war

· They agreed to split Germany into 4 zones to be managed by the 4 major Allies, including France – this included a division of Berlin

· Stalin promised free elections in Eastern Europe, but he didn’t come through on this promise

