The Unification of Germany Cloze Notes
German states before unification

· In 1815, there were ____German states in a loose alliance called the German Confederation

· The German Confederation was dominated by the _______________ Empire

· By the mid-19th Century, the German state of _____________ would lead the drive for unification

Prussia leads German unification

· Prussia had several advantages that allowed to unite the German people
· Prussia had a mainly ______________ population – ________________ would unite them (unlike in the Austro-Hungarian Empire, where the different ethnic groups would tear the empire apart)

· Prussia’s __________ was the most powerful in central Europe

· In 1848, Berlin rioters forced a ________________ convention to write a liberal constitution, paving the way for unification

Bismarck takes control
· In 1861, a new king, ________________, took the throne

· In 1862, Wilhelm chose a Junker, _________________, to be his prime minister

· ____________ were conservative members of Prussia’s wealthy landowning class

· Bismarck was known for his ______________, the politics of reality

· The term is used to describe tough power politics with no room for ___________
· After the liberal parliament decided it would not give the king __________ for reforms that would double the strength of the army, Bismarck decided he would rule without the consent of the ________________ and without a legal budget

· This was in direct violation of the _______________________
the fight over Schleswig and Holstein

· In 1864, Prussia formed an alliance with Austria and went to war with _______________ to win two border provinces, Schleswig and Holstein

· The quick victory increased national pride among Prussians and a new support for _____________ as the head of a unified Germany

· ___________ took Schleswig while ______________ controlled Holstein

· In 1866, Bismarck purposely picked a fight with __________ about the border
· Austria declared war and the resulting conflict was called the ___________________ War

· The Prussians used their superior ______________ and ______________ to win a devastating victory – Austria was humiliated

· Prussia added to their territory and controlled most states of the __________ German confederation
The Franco-Prussian War

· In 1867, Prussia still did not control the southern part of the German confederation which was mostly _____________________
· To gain their support, Bismarck decided to pick a fight with _______________
· He manufactured “incidents,” like creating the impression that the French ambassador had insulted the Prussian ___________
· The French declared war on July 19, 1870, beginning the ____________________ War

· The Prussian army invaded Northern France and quickly surrounded the main French force, even taking the ruler, ______________________, prisoner

Germany unifies

· The French surrender was the final stage in German ___________________
· On January 18, 1871, at the captured French palace of Versailles King Wilhelm I of Prussia was crowned ______________ (emperor) of Germany

· This broke the balance of power established by the ______________________ – Britain and Germany were now more powerful in Europe - Austria and Russia lagged way behind and France was in the middle

