(KEY) Activity 6A.4.5 Handout on Haitian Revolution

Causes of the Revolution
	Political
	Economic
	Social

	· A rigid caste system established by slaveholders demonstrated the effectiveness of violence and force in controlling the majority


	· As the main supplier of the world’s sugar, plantation owners exchanged sugar for provisions and manufactured goods
	· White planters who derived their income from the sale of sugar knew the slaves vastly outnumbered them and they lived in fear of slave rebellion


1789

· Produced 40% of the world’s sugar

· Slaves      ; 500,000 slaves (half of 1 million slaves estimated living in the Caribbean)

· Slavery in Haiti

·      
· Overwork

·      
· Insufficient shelter, clothing, and medical care

·      
· Urban slaves were      


 (born in Americas) worked as cooks, personal servants, and artisan on the plantation manor
· Under-class slaves born in Africa labored in the       
· August 26, 1789 the French National Assembly was beginning a revolution of their own with the publication of the      


, declaring all men free and equal

· The French Revolution shaped      


, many classes and parties would change allegiances many times with the twists and turns of the French Revolution 

1791 Slave Rebellion
· The elite white population began to fight for independence, but issues with      






 with the black slaves watching from the sidelines
· August 22, 1791 a      




 in the northern region of the country plunged the country into      
· As violence escalated      





 where they were forced to work, killed masters, overseers, and other whites.

· April 4, 1792 the French legislature proclaimed the equality of all free people in the French colonies regardless of color 

Leadership of Toussaint L’Ouverture
· One of the most successful leaders of the revolt,       
· By 1801, L’Ouverture issued a constitution declaring      


 and himself as      
· By now      



controlled France and he sent soldiers to take back control of the island

·      


 was deceived by the French and two of his closest friends—the island was under strict Napoleon rule
· When it became apparent Napoleon intended to      



, the betraying friends switched sides again to overthrow French rule
· Napoleon had sold the      




 to send adequate forces to fight back and the French were defeated Nov 18, 1803 

· January 1, 1804 the former colony was officially renamed “     
.” It was only the second independent nation in the Western Hemisphere after the      

 and the only successful      
Effects of the Revolution
	Political
	Economic
	Social

	· Action in Haiti influenced Napoleon’s decision to sell the Louisiana Territory 
· Many slaves in the U.S. attempted to mimic Toussaint’s actions 
	· Agreements to make reparations to French slaveholders bankrupt the nation’s banks and long-term effected the country’s ability to be prosperous
	· Country was devastated by years of war, all agriculture destroyed, commerce nonexistent
· Unskilled and uneducated population


