Activity 5.4.1: The Reign of Sulleyman the Magnificent

name
     



Purpose: Students will examine attributes on must possess to be deemed “magnificent”
Standard: SSWH 12 (a, b)
Directions: With a partner, complete the following
1.  Brainstorm at least five characteristics of any leader called the “magnificent”.

1.      
2.      
3.      
4.      
5.      
II.  Map Reading
[image: image1.jpg]Ottoman and Safavid Empires

AussiA

e

. 'S g
e ) S
MM@/} kS

2,
ool PERSIA

AFRICA ol

_
e\

B
l//'\_\‘
I otoman Empire, 1453 W

] tands aded, 1453-1520

Lans addod undorSlaman, \ T
-

Gcean

‘Safavid Empire at death of

Shah Abbas the Great, 1629 07 w0 e

ol

‘Source: Elisabeth Gaynor Ellis and Anthony Esler, World History: Connections to Today, Prentice Hall (adapted)




2a. Where were the boundaries of the Ottoman Empire in 1453?      
2b. In 1520?      
3.  How did Suleyman expand the empire? 
     
4.  How long did it take him to do this? 

     
III.  Primary Source Accounts
How did the Europeans view Suleyman?

Here is an account of Busbecq, an envoy from Charles the V, King of France, to the Sultan's court: 

"Now come with me and cast your eye over the immense crowd of turbaned heads, wrapped in countless folds of the whitest silk, and bright rainamet of every kind and hue, and everywhere the brilliance of gold, silver, purple, silk and satin... A more beautiful spectacle never was presented to my gaze." 
5.  What did Suleyman and his court look like?

     
From Lord Kinross: 
"Suleiman's daily life in his palace, from levee to couchee, followed a ritual comparable in its detailed precision to that of the French kings at Versailles. When the Sultan rose from his couch in the morning he would be clothed by select members of his household in a caftan, a robe which he would wear only once, with twenty gold ducats in one pocket and a thousand pieces of silver in the other -both robe and unspent cash becoming the perquisites of his chamberlain at the end of the day. His three daily meals were brought to him by long train of pages, to be eaten alone from fine porcelain and silver dishes on a low silver table, with sweetened and perfumed water (seldom wine) to drink, and a doctor standing by his side as a precaution against possible poisoning." 
6.  According to Lord Kinross, what was Suleyman’s day like? Give at least three examples.

     
Suleyman’s Government

Read primary source account from Busbecq: 

"In all that great assembly no single man owed his dignity to anything but his personal merits and bravery; no one is distinguished from the rest by his birth, and honor is paid to each man according to the nature of the duty and offices which he discharges. There is no struggle for precedence, every man having his place assigned to him by virtue of the function which he performs. The Sultan himself assigns to all their duties and offices, and in doing so pays no attention to wealth or the empty claims of rank, and takes no account of any influence or popularity which a candidate may possess: he only considers merit and scrutinizes the character, natural ability and disposition of each. Thus each man is rewarded according to his deserts, and offices are filled by men capable of performing them." 

7.   What does this tell us about the government of the Ottomans? How will this give them a strong government? Would these be good ideas today?
     
IV.  Writing

Using the information above, write two paragraphs describing the Ottoman Empire under Suleyman the Magnificent’s rule.  
     
